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Last week, I spoke a bit about Eckhart Tolle. You may remember. He was the 
author that in his writings talked about the basic dysfunction of the human race, 
and how every religion – to one degree or another – recognizes this “madness,” 
whether as an illness or something inherently akin to our own original sin. 
 
I want to begin today with the opening paragraphs of that same book of his, A 
New Earth. As you listen to it, I’d ask you keep in mind the idea of 
“transfiguration,” as it might relate to our world and the broader universe. We’re 
thinking in some broad strokes to start. 
 
Tolle calls this section: “Evocation”: 
 
 Earth, 114 million years ago, one morning after sunrise: 
 

 The first flower ever to appear on the planet opens up to receive 
the rays of the sun. Prior to this momentous event that heralds an 
evolutionary transformation in the life of plants, the planet had already 
been covered in vegetation for millions of years. The first flower probably 
did not survive long, and flowers must have remained rare and isolated 
phenomena, since the conditions were most likely not yet favorable for a 
widespread flowering to occur. One day, however, a critical threshold was 
reached, and suddenly there would have been an explosion of color and 
scent all over the planet – if a perceiving consciousness had been there to 
witness it. 
 
 Much later, those delicate and fragrant beings we call flowers would 
come to play an essential part in the evolution of consciousness of 
another species. Humans would increasingly be drawn to and fascinated 
by them. As the consciousness of human beings developed, flowers were 
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most likely the first thing they came to value that had no utilitarian purpose 
for them, that is to say, was not linked in some way to survival. They 
provided inspiration to countless artists, poets, and mystics. Jesus tells us 
to contemplate the flowers and learn from them how to live. The Buddha is 
said to have given a “silent sermon” once during which he held up a flower 
and gazed t it. After a while, one of those present, a monk called 
Mahakasyapa, began to smile. He is said to have been the only one who 
had understood the sermon. According to legend, that smile (that is to say, 
realization) was handed down by twenty-eight successive masters and 
much later became the origin of Zen. 
 
 Seeing beauty in a flower could awaken humans, however briefly, 
to the beauty that is an essential part of their own innermost being, their 
true nature. The first recognition of beauty was one of the most significant 
events in the evolution of human consciousness. The feelings of love and 
joy are intrinsically connected to that recognition. Without our fully 
realizing it, flowers would become for us an expression in form of that 
which is most high, most sacred, and ultimately formless within ourselves. 
Flowers, more fleeting, more ethereal, and more delicate than the plants 
out of which they emerged, would become like messengers from another 
realm, like a bridge between the world of physical form and the formless. 
They not only had a scent that was delicate and pleasing to humans, but 
also brought a fragrance from the realm of the spirit. 

 
 
I think that in some ways the description and plot of the evolution of flowers and 
their “enlightenment” of the human consciousness, parallels the life of Jesus. In 
Mark’s verses this morning, somewhere around 30 CE, Jesus takes Peter, 
James, and John atop a high hill, most consider to be Mount Tabor, an 1850 foot 
peak  some17 miles west of the Sea of Galilee. 
 
It is here the synoptic tells us that the full glory of Jesus is manifested as would 
be seen on the coming last day. Like the beauty of the first flowers emerging 
from eons of a vegetative state, the glory of Jesus is said to have shone from 
within on this day, an effulgence of light and radiance, at once changing the 
consciousness of those witnessing the event, and confirming, in Biblical terms, 
the life and description of Jesus once and for all as Son of God and the Messiah. 
 
On this day, the consciousness of Jesus’ true nature was once and forever 
changed for all of humanity, whether agreed to or not. 
 
On this day, for Christianity, a critical threshold in Jesus’ overwhelming authority 
was reached. Moses and Elijah appeared to Jesus, written in such a way to 
make it clear that Jesus, Son of God, had domain over the Law (Moses) and 
Prophecy (Elijah). It was in an explosion of radiance that Peter, James, and John 
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witnessed Jesus transfigured, the Greek work metamorfo’o , that is – changed 
into another form. 
 
Like the early vegetation of Tolle’s description that was transfigured and forever 
changed with the appearance of the flower, faith and belief – as we know it, one 
way or another – were transfigured and forever changed by the emergence of 
Jesus of Nazareth. As Paul said in this morning’s reading of his letter to the 
Corinthians, “God has let light shine out of darkness, shining into our hearts the 
light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2 
Corinthians 4:6) 
 
Isn’t it true? That such light and radiance fills the senses of our spirit much like 
the scent of an early earth covered with flowers and pheromes might fill our 
physiological senses. Elijah being drawn to heaven in a fiery chariot, the great 
prophet now standing with Jesus on Mount Tabor. Moses, whose face shone 
after “speaking with God.” The bearer of the law to the Hebrews conversing with 
Jesus. Yet, Isaiah and Moses, great and favored as they were only reflected 
what it was that emanated from Jesus. Only Jesus, in that company, was the 
source. 
 
[The source story. Non-scripted comments about how if we make Jesus our 
Source, he can always be with us. Unlike making jobs or material things our 
sources, which can be lost.] 
 
The transfiguration seemed to have lasted only a short while. It is difficult to tell 
how long or what was said. There is no clear record of what was spoken, even 
though there is some suggestion that it had to do with Jesus’ upcoming passion. 
One could see how this would be important to – and fit into the teachings of an 
growing church. All that being said, whatever may have taken place or for 
however long it might have lasted, it is, I think, as Tolle says of his flower: seeing 
such beauty or magnificence could awaken us to the beauty that is an essential 
part of their own innermost being, our true nature. More than any flower, I am 
sure, seeing Jesus would have made this so.  
 
I think this, too, is true that were there never a transfiguration event, chances are 
there was already enough of Jesus and his ministry to secure the faith we have 
today. For the early church and the church that followed, however, this rendering 
by Mark was a critical narrative pointing to the parousia, in Christian terms the 
second coming of Christ. The Greek meaning of parousia is “appearance and 
subsequent presence with” – in this case the re-appearance of Jesus in the 
presence of – at the right hand of – God.  
 
Did it occur as described, I don’t know. It is explained in many different source in 
both literal and figurative terms (such as a some kind of psychological or psychic 
event for those involved that opened their spirits and hearts in a new way).  
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My limited experiences with mysticism and the paranormal help me to maintain 
an open mind in breaking down what we might define as physical limits. If I were 
to ask this community present now, “How many of you have had some contact, 
some sense of being in touch with some presence that defied your senses,” how 
many would raise their hands and say, “Yes”? 
 
For some of my friends, a “sudden” event in their lives has created a psychic 
change that has turned their lives around in the face of the most incredible 
despair and difficulty. 
 
I know such things happen from my own experience. 
 
My point, however weakly I am making it this morning, is that saying, “I don’t 
know exactly how or what the Transfiguration was – doesn’t mean that 
something like it, something very real in the lives of those around Jesus didn’t 
happen; just as the fact that simply because there was no human consciousness 
about to see the first flower, doesn’t mean it didn’t blossom.  
 
What I am aware of, though, is the incredible outcome of what happens when we 
practice the teachings of Jesus in our lives. In the quiet contemplative times, 
staring off into the heavens, my conversations with God, as I understand God, go 
beyond any of the physics, quantum or otherwise to something that long 
preceded the first flower none of us saw. The connection is instantaneous and 
ancient; present and at a distance; overwhelmingly powerful and subtle; majestic 
and loving – and, yes, like James, John, and Peter demonstrated – a little bit 
frightening at times. 
 
As in the time of Jesus, and throughout all recorded history, God is still calling us 
to something new. God always beckons, maybe because our tendency, like the 
plants, to root ourselves. We are not plants, though. The plants and the rest of 
the elements of this universe have been given to us to assist us in finding our 
way to the New Jerusalem that is here now, effulgence-in-waiting; ready to 
emerge from the vegetation. God is calling us to the light and radiance, into the 
meanings of the gospels and the teachings of Jesus, surely as we are somehow 
called here today. God is not exhorting us to plant ourselves and admire the 
view. No, and this Lent and the weeks ahead will once again unravel the myth 
that Christianity can be practiced without risk or trust. Our own Book of Order 
affirms this: 
 

In G-3.0200 The Church as the Body of Christ it says:  
 
The Church of Jesus Christ is the provisional demonstration of what God 
intends for all humanity. (a) The Church is called to be a sign in and for 
the world of the new reality which God has made available to people in 
Jesus Christ. 
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Can you see this morning’s verses in the depth of this statement?  
 

And in G-3.0400 Called to Risk and Trust: 
 

The church is called to undertake this mission even at the risk of losing its 
life, trusting God alone as the author and giver of life, sharing the gospel, 
and doing those deeds in the world that point beyond themselves to the 
new reality of Christ. 
 
 

“This is my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.” The command was not for Elijah or 
Moses, but for all of those who would read Mark’s work or hear it spoken through 
the ages. Listen to Jesus and take action. 
 
Last night, somewhere around 7:00 P.M. Eastern Standard Time (earth time); the 
population of this planet reached 6.5 billion people, so say those who know such 
things. It doesn’t take sophisticated calculations, however, to know that there is 
no way all those folk are ever going to fit inside of places of worship or marvel on 
Sunday mornings!  
 
No buildings will ever be able to house Spirit of God, anymore than the disciples 
could have built abodes to house the heavenly visitors on Mount Tabor, yet this 
planet – all of it – needs the God who put it all into motion. What to do? 
 
It starts here, locally, by welcoming into our consciousness the truth that the 
Good News always is the story and promise of the Spirit at work in our lives and 
the possibilities that are endless when we – in community – practice the 
teachings of Jesus – practice as best we can. 
 
There is a new thing God is calling us to, beyond what we know. We are a part of 
something vast, wonderful, and transcendent. 
 
Transfiguration, metamorphosis is all around us, emerging as we struggle to let 
go of the barriers that once gone will help us catch up to a beckoning God, 
pacing the horizon, waiting for the human straggling race to pull up its roots and 
move with the Spirit. 
 
That’s what we are a part of right here! Imagine it. If seeing beauty in a flower 
can awaken the spirit in humans, think of what catching up to that horizon place 
with God could do! 
 
A new thing is coming. 
 
Beyond imagining. Beyond Limits!  
 
Amen. 
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