
Palisades Presbyterian Church 
Sunday Readings 

 
December 16, 2007 

 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 
 
Lay Reader: Fred Griffing 
 
Leads Call to Worship 
 
Offers the following prayers  
 (Feel free to write your own. If you have an extended 
 reading for the “Prayer for Illumination” please speak 
 with Ray beforehand.) 
 

Prayer for Illumination 
 
Almighty God, in you are hidden all treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge. Open our eyes that we may see the wonder in 
these words and message they carry for our lives. Amen. 

 
Offering of Our Gifts and Tithes 
 
Creator God, we know that you have made everything in this 
world. You have been generous to us and we invite all gathered 
here to be generous in return. Amen 
 
Prayer of Dedication 
 
We dedicate this offering, Lord, for the work of the church, and 
we ask you to use all that we have and all that we are in your 
service. Amen. 

 
If you have any questions or need any help, please call Ray 
at 914 682 3659 or email: ppc10964@verizon.net  

 



Third Sunday of Advent Lectionary: 
Isaiah 35:1-10 

1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall 

rejoice and blossom; like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and 

rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of the 

LORD, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and 

make firm the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

"Be strong, do not fear! Here is your God. He will come with 

vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and save you." 

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the 

deaf unstopped; 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue 

of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the 

wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall 

become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of 

jackals shall become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and 

rushes.  

8A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the 

unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God's people; no 

traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor 

shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, 

but the redeemed shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the LORD 

shall return, and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy shall be 

upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and 

sighing shall flee away.  



   

Matthew 11:2-11 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent 

word by his disciples 3and said to him, "Are you the one who is to 

come, or are we to wait for another?" 4Jesus answered them, "Go 

and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the 

lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are 

raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed 

is anyone who takes no offense at me." 

7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about 

John: "What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed 

shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone 

dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal 

palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, 

and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is written, 

'See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare 

your way before you.' 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women 

no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the 

kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

 


