Children’s Message
 Carol Knudson
Prayer for Illumination

1st Reading 

1 Thessalonians 3: 9-13


Anthem

On Eagles Wings
by Michael Joncas
2nd  Reading

The Gospel of Luke 21:25-36
Sermon   

Abounding Love

Celebration of Communion   - All Are Welcome at the Table!


* Hymn # 8

Lift Up Your Heads
Offering our Gifts and Tithes

* Hymn #592
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;



Praise Christ, all creatures here below;

Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

* Prayer of Dedication

Offering our Joys and Concerns for Prayer

The Prayer of Jesus

* Hymn #295 

O God of Love, O God of Peace
Charge and Benediction
Choral Response

Postlude

       




*All that are able please stand
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We are a Christian community welcoming all 
as we seek to grow in faith and serve others.

Reflection:

“Love is creative, understanding goodwill for all. It is the refusal to defeat any individual. When you rise to the level of love, of its great beauty and power, you seek only to defeat evil systems. Individuals who happen to be caught up in that system, you love, but you seek to defeat the system.”


- From Loving Your Enemies Sermon, Delivered 17 November 1957 


   by The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

Palisades Presbyterian Church 

The Palisades Presbyterian Church Welcomes You [image: image2.png]TN
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We are a Christian community,
welcoming all who seek to grow in faith
and to serve others.

paLIsadEs presByterIan church

Palisades, New York 10964



 
First Sunday of Advent
Prelude 

Church Bell

Introit 



Call to Worship

Leader:  
To You O Lord we lift up our souls!
All:  
In you we put our trust.
Leader: 
For you guide the humble in what is right
All: 
and teach the lowly your ways of love.
Leader: 
Guide us, please, in the ways of love and forgiveness,
All:
so that we may be free to carry the Good News. 

Leader: 
Good News for a broken and tangled world,
All:
given to us for healing in your name,



in the many ways we know you. Amen 

*Hymn 335:  Though I May Speak 

Prayer of Confession (In Unison) 


     Coming Lord, already arrived,
  As we wait and watch, yearning to grow more into your presence,
  we look for you in all people, places, and things,

  Always, but especially at this time of the year.
     Too often, though, we see what needs to be changed in ourselves,

  while we seek you. It may just be that this is the way of change:
  in seeking you we discover how much we need your grace and healing.

     And then, once more, we discover our true calling is to serve others,

  just as you served. We are charged with loving all, separating the individual

  from the system, as Martin says.

     We long for forgiveness and direction, and, yes – assurance. We find that
  promise in the eyes of others, in voices raised in prayer and song, and

  it those quiet unexplainable moments that tell us you are near.

     Lord, come to us as we know you and in new ways, as we acknowledge our    

  shortcomings, pray for forgiveness, and seek the direction of your will.

     Amen.
Silent Confession 

Choral Response

Declaration of Forgiveness:
We have asked for your forgiveness, Wonderful Counselor, 
and we know it has been received. Amen

* Hymn #322   

Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me;




Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me.




Melt me, mold me, Fill me, use me.




Spirit of the living God, Fall afresh on me.

Offering to One Another of a Sign of Peace

Announcements & Minute for Mission (Sue Webb)
Lighting of the Advent Candle for Hope  






Ellen Roth and Marjorie Douglas

* Hymn 9: O Come, O Come Immanuel   (Verse 1)


O come, O come Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel,


That mourns in lonely exile here, Until the son of God appear.


Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel Shall come to thee, O Israel!

First Sunday of Advent Lectionary:
1 Thessalonians 3:9-13
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 

11Now may our God and Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13And may God so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Creator at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Gospel According to Luke

Luke 21:25-36
25"There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' with power and great glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." 

29Then he told them a parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kindom of God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

34"Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that day catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face of the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man."
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